May 13, 2004

The Honorable Norman Y. Mineta

Secretary of Transportation





400 7th Street Southwest





Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Mineta:


I am writing to express my strong support for the pending Metropolitan Airports Commission (MAC) application for $12.2 million in FAA noise mitigation grants to address aircraft noise impacts on communities around the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (MSP).  

As you likely know, MSP is one of the largest airports in the United States, and it is located in the heart of the Twin Cities metropolitan area.  Approval for major expansion of MSP, including construction of the new North-South runway was achieved through complex negotiations with government, industry and citizen stakeholders.  Appropriate mitigation of airport noise impacts has been one of the most contentious issues to deal with.

Full funding of the pending grant application will allow MAC to honor its commitment to complete noise mitigation for all homes in the 1996 65 DNL noise contour, including 241 single family homes and nearly 600 units in 38 multi-family residential buildings.

Thank you in advance for your careful consideration of the MAC request.







Sincerely,








Martin Olav Sabo








Member of Congress

Similar letter sent to: The Honorable Marion C. Blakey, Administrator, Federal Aviation Administration

