May 13, 2004

Ms. Vicki Grunseth

Chair

Metropolitan Airports Commission

6040 28th Avenue South

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55450-2799

Dear Ms. Grunseth:


I have written to Transportation Secretary Mineta and FAA Administrator Blakey to express my strong support for the MAC application to the FAA for $12.2 million in order to complete noise mitigation on all single family and multi-family homes within the 1996 65 DNL contour of the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport.  This Part 150 program has been a very important "good neighbor" initiative for the affected communities, and the MAC commissioners and staff can be rightfully proud of it.

I also strongly believe that the MAC must honor its good-faith commitments to mitigate MSP noise impacts below the 65 DNL that were related to the approval of the North-South runway and MSP airport expansion.  I look forward to working with the MAC to accomplish this initiative as well.

Regarding low frequency noise, I appreciated receiving a copy of your April 29th letter to the FAA regarding the Centers of Excellence low frequency noise study.  As you know, I have a strong interest in this matter.

Any future federal policy on low frequency noise mitigation must be based on sound science.  That is why I included language in P.L. 108-7 requiring the FAA to update and correct flaws of the initial MSP low frequency noise study.  The FAA appears to be progressing toward this goal, with the able assistance of university-based experts in an independent, peer-reviewed process.

While I noted your concerns that MSP is not a suitable candidate for further study, I believe that the experience of communities impacted by MSP is very relevant to the low frequency noise work now being undertaken.  Of course, the specific research criteria and scope of the study must be science-based in order to ensure that any forthcoming recommendations will have value to the Congress and the FAA in making public policy.
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Finally, although we may sometimes disagree, I have long appreciated an open dialogue with the MAC on federal aviation policy and Minnesota-specific concerns.  I look forward to working with you in future.






Sincerely,








Martin Olav Sabo








Member of Congress

cc: Mr. Carl Burleson, Director, Office of Environment and Energy

     Mayor Martin Kirsch, City of Richfield

     Ms. Samantha Orduno, Manager, City of Richfield

